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Parent Information Letter; Issue 311
Friday 17th February 2017
Dear Parents,

A Ministry of Health medical officer and 4 nurses visited Teraja yesterday to inspect the school site and
discuss the current outbreak of Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD). P4S will reopen on Monday 20"
February, as indicated in earlier bulletins. Please contact HML if you require further information.

Panaga School Science Fair — Saturday 15" April 2017

A meeting to launch this year’s Science Fair will be held on Tuesday 21 February from 8pm-9pm at
Rampayoh. If you would like to be involved, please contact rachelmarsden@panagaschool.net or
tsavels@gmail.com, if you have not done so already, or come along to the meeting next Tuesday.

Thank you to all who have been in contact so far.

Safie of the Week

Thank you to everyone for the Safie submissions. This week’s winner is the Jungle House crossing on Jalan
Utara. As you know this is a busy road and the safest way to cross is to stop and walk your bike once cars
have stopped.

Each week, we publish a Safie of the Week and if we have a number of submissions, we will keep some for
future publication. You will be notified when we receive your submission and again when it is to be published.

Many thanks for your enthusiasm in sharing your safe behaviours around camp!

P8/9 (M1 and M2)

The P8/P9 [Middle 1 (M1) and Middle 2 (M2)] Curriculum Evening will take place next Tuesday 21% February
at 5.00pm in the Teraja Hall. The meeting will consist of a presentation showcasing the M1 and M2 curriculum
outlines, assessment procedures and staffing arrangements. We look forward to seeing all parents who have
an interest in this exciting extension to Panaga School. The presentation will last for 45 minutes, and at the
end, we will provide an opportunity for you to ask questions relating to the structure and format of M1, M2.

Ahead of this meeting, you may be interested in reading the latest draft of our Middle Years Curriculum
Outline, attached to this Parent Information Letter.

As a school, we are unable to answer questions relating to the company’s education policy. As highlighted in
previous BSP bulletins, all policy questions related to this matter should be directed to Nadirah Metussin,
HRP/13.

Looking forward to seeing all parents of prospective M1 and M2 children on Tuesday.
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Sports training
The schedule for sports training next week is:

Sport Year Group Where Time
Boys Swim Training (by | P5-P7 Meet at Teraja Hall | Monday 2.30-3.15pm
invitation only)
Girls Swim Training P5-P7 Meet at Teraja Hall | Tuesday 2.30-3.15pm
(by invitation only)
Running Club P4-P8 (P4 & P5 students must | Meet at  Teraja | Friday 6.25-7am

be accompanied by an adult) entranceway

T-shirts
A reminder that the school T-shirts (with a cartoon character design) are still for sale. If you are interested in
purchasing one, please contact: stephaniestraatman@panagaschool.net. An upfront payment is required.

Congratulations to Miss Steph and our whole school community who have raised 3400BND from the T-shirt
sales which will go towards funding future school projects.

P5 Production
The P5 production of Wilbur will take place in the Teraja hall at 5.00pm on Wednesday 22" February.

Crocodile sighting
We are pleased to report that no further sightings have occurred.

Panaga Football Tournament — Sunday 26" February

The Panaga Football Tournament is fast approaching and we would like more parents to volunteer to referee
some games. This event relies on our whole community to help make the day run smoothly for our children.
If you are able to volunteer, please contact: nathanedwards@panagaschool.net

Teams for the Panaga Football Tournament are now on display. All players who are participating should
check these lists to know which team they are playing in. All participants from Rampayoh need to attend
a short meeting on Tuesday 215 February in the Rampayoh Hall after school at 2.15, where children
can meet their coach and receive a playing shirt if required.

International Day 2017

On Thursday 9™ March, we will be holding International Day for the P1 to P8 children and families, on the
Teraja site. We will also be hosting an event for our Pre-Nursery and Nursery classes on Friday 10" March.
This colourful and exciting occasion has always provided an alternative dimension to helping our children
understand and learn about the different communities and cultures that we as a school share.

Thank you to everyone who attended the International Day planning meetings last Thursday. If you would
like to support your Home Country at this exciting event, please contact: andrewryan@panagaschool.net, to
sign up. Posters identifying the countries already signed up will be displayed in the foyers of each site.
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Calendar dates

February

21: P8/9 (M1 and M2) Parents Meeting, 5-6 pm, Teraja Hall
22: P5 Production

23: School closed for Brunei National Day

26: Panaga School Football Tournament

March

9: International Day: P1-P8

10: International Day: Pre-Nursery and Nursery
17: Term 2 ends

April
3: Term 3 commences
15: PTA Science Fair
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The Middle Years at

Panaga School



Panaga School has for many years successfully provided learning opportunities for children up to
P8 level through the delivery of Mathematics and English curriculum of England and the
International Primary Curriculum and many parents have taken the option of this choice for
secondary education at Panaga School. For many of our parents the first two years of secondary
(post 11 years) education will become compulsory educational entitlement from September 2017
(M1) or September 2018 (M2)! and to support these changes we are working with BSP to expand
provision across these two year groups.

To make sense of these changes the language we use also needs to change and therefore within
this document the following terminology will be used:

gz er.1try icl UK year group Current name New name
most children
' 11 years 7 P8 M1
Middle Y
adie Years 12 years 8 n/a M2

In the time since the new policy was announced a number of significant actions have already
taken place to support the development of this area of school:

e A KS3 (Middle Years) Leader has been appointed to lead the development of the
curriculum in line with the latest guidance

o Staff with experience of leading departments in secondary schools in the UK and
internationally have been recruited for the core and foundation subjects

e A budget has been established to refurbish the Science and Technology rooms at the
school equipping them to fully deliver the Middle Years curriculum

e An assessment structure has been selected that will inform both planning for future
learning and pupil progress for both children and parents

e Atimetable for the M1 and M2 classes has been developed that ensures adequate timing
for the core and foundation curriculum areas, tutorial sessions and time for children to
engage in self-directed study

The information provided here is just the foundation for the exciting project we are embarking
on and | trust will give you confidence in the rigour and creativity of the Panaga Middle Years
School.

Tim Robinson

Principal

1 Please refer to previous communications and bulletins from HRP relating to educational entitlement based on
your contractual status for individual guidance.



Introduction

The Middle Years curriculum at Panaga School provides a balanced experience for our students;
one which aims to develop the social, emotional, creative and academic aspects of their learning.
As well as the rich and wide-ranging curriculum content which our students learn, they also focus
on important skills, competencies, attitudes and values required for successful life-long learning
and positive global citizenship.

The academic program is firmly grounded on the programs of study of the National Curriculum
for England? across all subject areas but also takes a thematic approach to provide a relevant
context for the children’s learning. Children are provided with learning opportunities that
develop skills as well as knowledge and engage them in making decisions and taking responsibility
for their actions.

Our detailed knowledge of the progress that children have made prior to joining the Middle Years
department allows us to seamlessly build on the successes that children have made during their
primary school years; challenge begins from the start of M1 with individual academic needs
catered for immediately.

This personalised knowledge of your child also supports a pastoral programme that is focused on
the needs of the individual and not the group. Children develop the skills necessary to make the
right decisions, to take responsibility for their own learning and have a broad understanding and
appreciation of the cultures that live together in our international community in Brunei.

2 The national curriculum in England, Key stages 3 and 4 framework document, December 2014



Each of the Middle Years classes will have a class tutor who will also lead a curriculum area.

Laura Berzins Key Stage 3 Leader, English and Humanities (History &
Geography), Class Tutor

Simon Young Maths and Sciences, Class Tutor (Appointed January 2017)

Josie Kidd Art and Technology, Citizenship, Class Tutor

(Appointed January 2017)

Nathan Edwards Physical Education and Games



The structure of the national curriculum is set out in the table below

Key Stage 3

Age

11-14

Panaga School Year Groups

M1 and M2

Core subjects

English

Maths

Science

AN

Foundation subjects

Art & Design

Citizenship

Computing

Design and Technology

Modern Foreign Language

Geography

History

Music

Physical Education

AR YR SE R ARNENAN

In addition to the above curriculum, sex and relationship education will be taught as part of the

Middle Years curriculum in M2.

The table below shows the hours of weekly coverage for each subject in both M1 and M2.
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Language options will include Foreign Language French, Foreign Language Spanish, Bahasa

Melayu or Dutch (NTC)

3 Physical Education
4 Modern Foreign Languages

> Supervised time on either teacher or self-directed learning




The school day for the classes in the Middle Years is as follows:

Monday to Thursday

Friday

7.30am to 2.45pm

7.30am to 12pm

Sample timetables for each class have been created with examples for M1 and M2 to test the

demands on staffing and curriculum timings. These are shown below:

12.30
M1 7.30-8.30 8.30-9.30 9.50-10.50 10.50-11.50 - 12.45-1.45 1.45-2.45
12.45
Monday Maths English Humanities Humanities Science Science
Tuesday English Maths Science Language Drama Music
Wednesday Tutorial Time Citizenship English Maths PE PE
Thursday Maths Directed Study DE Language 5 Art Art
Friday Technology Technology English Directed Study i ;
M2L 7.30-8.30 8.30-9.30 9.50-10.50 10.50 - 11.50 z 12.45-1.45 1.45-2.45
Monday Technology Technology Maths Language é Drama Directed Study
Tuesday Maths English Art Art = Directed Study Science
Wednesday Tutor Maths Citizenship English PE PE
Thursday English DE Language Music Humanities Humanities
Friday Maths English Science Science




Since 2014, the UK National Curriculum Guidance for KS3 no longer includes assessment criteria
to allow schools ‘greater flexibility in the way that they plan and assess pupils’ learning’.

In the UK the Middle Years (KS3) are the bridge between primary education and GSCEs. The
assessment of performance at KS3 should recognise progression from primary learning but also
prepare students effectively for GCSE.

At Panaga School it is the assessment materials for GCSE level that are of most relevance to KS3
teachers in terms of establishing level criteria, assessing students’ learning, planning for
progression and reporting on learning progress to parents.

GSCE papers, across the curriculum, are now assessed at Grade 1 — 9, with 9 being the highest
level. A Grade 4 is the equivalent to what was once considered a ‘pass’ or a ‘C’ grade. Grade 5 is
the equivalent to a ‘good C’. Achieving Grade 5 in a subject enables the student to continue
studying that subject (or related, more specialized subjects) at A Level; for example, a student
who achieves Grade 5 in History would be able to study History at A Level but also, dependent
on specific school policies, A Level Economics or Government and Politics.

Providing parents and a child’s next school with assessments based on these criteria would give
a clear indication of further study choices when children are called on to take options, which
could be as early as Year 9 (the year following M2).

Mathematics Descriptor for GCSE ‘C’ Grade®

To achieve grade 5, candidates will be able to:
. Perform routine single and multi-step procedures effectively by recalling, applying and interpreting notation, terminology, facts,
definitions and formulae
Interpret and communicate information effectively
Make deductions, inferences and draw conclusions
Construct chains of reasoning, including arguments
Generate strategies to solve mathematical and non-mathematical problems by translating them into mathematical processes,
realizing connections between different parts of mathematics
Interpret results in the context of the given problem
. Evaluate methods and results

Teachers will monitor the progress your child is making using a selection of formative and
summative assessments’ and this information will be used to identify individual/group learning
needs that require support. The school will also use the International School Assessments that
have been selected by Shell Education Services as a way of measuring the progress our pupils are
making against other International Schools across the world.

6 The Office of Qualifications and Exams Regulation, UK Government, July 2016
" This will include end of year examinations, ongoing teacher assessment and child-led assessment for learning.



Themes

Learning in the Foundation subjects ensures rigorous coverage of the relevant programs of
study within a thematic framework that provides a context that incorporates both home and

host countries.?

to describe relationships
between state, people
and other institutions,
e.g. religious groups,
abstract terms, critical
use of evidence

including extended
writing — compare and
contrast different
locations

different elements of
state. Define and then
experiment with
different materials to
express a relationship
found in a different
country.

home countries

History Geography Art Technology [English]
Development of state Describe home country Choose an example of Food Technology — Lord of the Flies —
(home country) — locations in terms of art from home countries | explore recipes which are | exploration of the
construction of physical geography using which expresses a determined by the relationship between
chronological narrative variety of techniques relationship between physical geography of individual freedom and

state

Empire and Colonialism —
states placed in global
context, connections and
contrast over place and
time, critical use of
evidence and
contradictory
interpretations

Study into the human
geography of Empire and
Colonies, communicating
learning through a variety
of techniques

Explore techniques that
result from the
interaction between
two cultures. Use
techniques to express
ideas about our own
cross cultural
experiences

Food Technology —
exploration of foods that
reflect the contact
between two cultures

Animal Farm — analysis
of the conflict of
ideology

Play — Pygmalion —
examination of the
expression of power
(Shakespeare)

Origin of challenges
facing the world today —
long term study,
continuity and change,
cause and consequence

Environmental challenges
— where in the world will
be most affected by
climate change and why?

Sustainable art — study
into examples from
different countries.
Extended piece of
analysis of different
examples.

Wood work — design,
make, evaluate different
solutions for
environmental problems
in different geographical
and cultural contexts

Non-Fiction Texts

Short stories — pre and
post 1914, international
authors

Poetry —focus on Carol
Ann Duffy

Local study — fit Brunei
into the global picture

Fieldwork - opportunity
to apply learning to

Create a piece of art using locally available materials
to highlight one of the environmental challenges

Creative writing based
on Bruneian history

independent study

independent study

clothing that represents
one aspect of the home
country investigation.

throughout history describe the physical and | facing Brunei. Create a medium for display using experimenting with
human geography of wood different authorial styles
Brunei

Home country Home country Present independent Fabric Design — design Home country

investigation — investigation — study and make an item of investigation — extended

essay based on
independent study with
individual learning
targets to focus on key
areas for development

8 Links have already been made between these themes and the English curriculum. Following the recruitment of
experienced staff in other core and foundation subject areas, these will be established further utilising their

extensive experience.




English
The Middle Years English curriculum is designed to develop students’ skills in:

e reading a wide range of texts analytically

e connecting to cultural heritages

e writing creatively and in a ‘formal and academic’ style
e speaking and listening in different settings

These broad aims are drawn primarily from the English National curriculum for KS3 English but
are also informed by the international learning environment of Panaga School.

Students read and write about rich texts that are carefully selected to be accessible to all learners
but also provide sufficient challenge to stretch students’ abilities to explore authorial decisions
about language, form and structure as well as implicit ideas. Creative writing is connected to texts
studied to support experimentation with different approaches to writing and to contribute to the
development of an individual style. While discrete Drama lessons always focus on effective
communication for different audiences, speaking and listening skills remain an integral part of all
English lessons.

In Middle Years English students will study Shakespeare, a range of pre-20th century poetry and
prose, 20th and 21st century texts, short stories as well as whole novels, plays and a selection of
non-fiction writing. Selected texts are connected, thematically, to other curriculum areas to
enable students to deepen their understanding of abstract ideas. In M2, for example, students
will study William Golding’s ‘Lord of the Flies’ to explore the relationship between the individual
and state. At the same time in History, students will be learning about the foundation of states
in the past, and, in Geography, will be identifying physical factors that contribute to the
identification of state.

Middle Years assessment is based on formative Assessment for Learning strategies whereby all
feedback supports further progression of a range of skills. There will also be a summative
assessment in the form of an exam once a term to allow monitoring of progress. Performance in
exams will be communicated to parents as part of the reporting process.



The Middle Years physical education program is led by two teachers who have extensive
experience as both teachers and departmental leaders in UK and International Secondary
Schools. Classes in the Middle Years will be grouped together on Wednesday afternoons to
create a PE program that covers the demands of the national curriculum whilst maximizing some

of the unique sporting facilities available within the Panaga Camp.

Middle Years (KS3) curriculum. Pupils should be
taught to:

Panaga School Middle Years provision

Use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome
opponents in direct competition through team and
individual games (for example, badminton, basketball,
cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders, rugby and
tennis)

Combined classes take part in PE and games lessons
utilising facilities at the school and Panaga Club (for
example, specialist coaching in tennis, swimming,
martial arts and golf)

Perform dances using advanced dance techniques
within a range of dance styles and forms

Dance lessons taught as part of the PE curriculum and
through contribution to performing arts activities in
both drama and co-curricular activities

Take part in outdoor and adventurous activities which
present intellectual and physical challenges and be
encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and
developing skills to solve problems, either individually
or as a group

Residential visits planned within the schools framework
for HSE

Analyse their performances compared to previous ones
and demonstrate improvement to achieve their
personal best

IT is used to track performances both within lessons and
across both of the Middle Years classes by staff and
children

Take part in competitive sports and activities outside
school through community links or sports clubs

Develop these links beyond current netball, football and
cross country events at both team and individual level




Each child in the Middle Years classes will benefit from both the care of a form tutor and the
support of a teaching team who are fully aware of children’s individual social and academic
needs. Children will meet with their form tutor on a daily basis after lunch for a 15 minute tutorial
session with an hour long session that will be used as a time for students to plan and lead
collective activities (assemblies) focused on their learning and personal goal development.
Tutorial time will be a time when staff meet with individual pupils to discuss their progress and
negotiate improvement targets, individualising the steps pupils need to make which can be
followed up in all curriculum areas.

Directed and tutorial time will also involve children in using their initiative and entrepreneurial
skills to raise funds for their own graduation and community projects they support

By the Middle Years there is an expectation that children have a sound understanding of the
aspirations of the personal goals that create a positive learning environment in the Primary
School. Children will therefore be challenged to develop three new areas of personal growth,
making connections to all aspects of their Middle Years careers:

Responsibility

Independence

Initiative
Reflection

A key part of the children’s personal development will be through activities that may not be
directly related to the core or foundation curriculum but which challenge the children to make
connections between these personal goals and their academic knowledge and skills. Children will
take part in overseas residential visits that provide opportunities to take responsibility for their
own learning and develop a sense of independence. Currently the M1 class visits Singapore,
taking part in science, drama, artistic and physical activities with working professionals. It is
anticipated that the focus in M2 will be on broadening their sense of collective responsibility as
global citizens, taking initiative to support a community in another South East Asian location.

Links already exist between the current Middle Years classes and local schools and organisations,
for example Bruneian Model Secondary Schools and Radio Television Brunei. The Middle Years
classes will also continue to support BSP in the area of effectively communicating HSE messages,
contributing to audio-visual presentations, safety moments and the annual Safety Day activities.



Children will have a weekly after school activities (ASA) program that is specific to the Middle
Years. These activities will be designed to engage the children in areas beyond their formal
academic curriculum drawing on staff skills across the school.
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Panaga School Road Safety Pledge
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Please send in a Safie photo of someone practising
a safe act either at school or in the community.
This could be wearing a helmet, seatbelt, crossing |
the road safely or parking in designated places. |
Please make sure that the person is aware of you
photographing this positive act as it will be fea-
tured in our weekly newsletter. Please note the
new email address for photo submission:

BRUNEI
& Proudly sponsored by Panaga School PTA and Student Council J

DO YOUY HA\E
YOUR HELMET ON?

rachelmarsden@panagaschool.net

All Safies will be published however it may be in
later weeks. Please email Rachel with any queries.

PANAGA




