


• An Online learning journal system.
• Designed in the UK for Early Years Settings.
• Staff record children's progress and activities using tablet devices and PCs.
• Parents can view their child’s journal on mobile devices and on their home 

computers.
• Parents can make observations of their own using a secure login system.
• Parents can print their journal.
• It can be transferred to other schools that use Tapestry for them to 

continue with it.
• Tapestry will replace all previous reporting systems at Panaga for PN, N, P1.

What Is Tapestry?



• Photos, videos and observations are uploaded to Tapestry.

• It is accessed via the android/iOS app or the Tapestry website.

• It enables you to comment on observations or add your own, so you can 
show us what your child is doing outside the school day – weekend trips, 
exciting learning opportunities, trip to the shops etc.

• Email notifications can be sent to inform parents of new observations and 
comments.

How Does It Work?



• A password is required to access Tapestry, and parents can only view 
observations of their own children, or with permission, group observations.

• Hosted on Tapestry’s own servers in a secure UK data centre.
• Tapestry uses the same encryption as online banking.
• Data is stored separately for each school.
• Tapestry’s developers and support personnel require our permission to 

access our Tapestry account.

How Is The Data Protected?



• Have been using since September with 8 trial parents.

• After the meeting we will shortly hand out permission slips that you need to 
sign if you want to continue to access your child’s online portfolio.

• If you chose not to have Tapestry for your child’s reporting, you will instead 
receive a paper copy of development matters with highlighted statements as 
your child’s report.

What next?



Who contributes to the observations?

• The class teacher

• Other year group teachers

• The LSA’s within the year group

• Photos taken at the time

• Observations can be written up at the time or later in the day and 
then uploaded

• Class teachers manage a child’s portfolio and observations are added 
once the teacher has checked them



What is an observation?
• An accurate description of what is being 

seen and heard, contextualized and 

focusing on the here and now, not  subject 

to interpretation. 

• Unbiased and uncritical method of capturing the facts, what the child 
is doing and not doing.

• Informs our knowledge and develops best practice.

• Leads a practitioner into their assessment of what a child could do 
next and to consider their activity and environment.



What does an observation look like?

Usually two of the following
• Picture 
• Written observation
• Development matters link





Making Judgements
• Statements are taken from 

the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Document 
Development Matters

• General Picture

• Teachers Judgements

• Change over the term and 
year



Why has this been developed 
for early years?

• Learning is play based with no formal curriculum.

• ‘Enabling environments’ provide a setting for children to
learn through exploration and independence.

• Settings must adapt their 
environments to the interests 
and abilities of the children, 
enabling the children to take 
forward their own learning.



January & July 
PDFs of the Journal 

to print 
at home



+ A Summative 
Overview 

• Based on the Development 

Matters statements.

• Observation Summary

• Computer generated



• It creates a two way communication between us (the EYFS team), and you 
(the parents and carers).

• We can upload flexible media meaning you can see pictures and videos of 
what your children are really up to at school.

• Greater opportunities to extend your child’s learning at home – you can view 
next steps.

• Unlike a physical, hard copy book, it’s easy to share with groups of relatives, 
such as extended families, separated parents and relatives living overseas. 

Why Are We Using Tapestry?



• Six teacher observations per term + LSA observations in 
addition

• Journal PDF + Report Summary January/July
• Continued through PN,N, P1, P2
• It will replace the Dropbox photos file for PN and N
• Journals and Summative Reports week of 2nd February

How We Plan To Use It?



What Does It Look Like?



What is it not?

A daily communication tool between parents and school.



Any Questions?


