
      Reading Booklet for Parents 



Developing a Reading Community 

 

In Teraja we aim to develop a reading community where all our children  

become confident and enthusiastic readers. For us to achieve this we need to 

take reading beyond the classroom. We want to create a rich reading  

environment where reading is encouraged by everyone everywhere.   

 

Everywhere we go there are things to look at and read. This can be done at 

any time; while you are shopping, visiting the dentist or the doctors, travelling in the car or on a bus, visiting 

places such as a museum. We need to be able to read to use a recipe in the kitchen or understand instructions 

to build a Lego model. When we learn new skills and develop our knowledge, reading is the key. 

There are lots of fun and interesting ways we can help children to read without them even realising they are 

learning. This booklet provides lots of practical ideas that you can use with your children at home. 

We know that by P4 most of the children can decode and read a variety of books but we want to take their  

reading further and ensure that they are now reading for meaning. This helps them develop a deeper  

understanding and enjoyment of what they are reading. 

It is more important that your children are reading for meaning and enjoyment and not just trudging through to 

get to the next level. 

 

Top Tips for Developing a Love for Reading! 

 

The best role models are in the home: brothers, fathers, grandfathers; 

mothers, sisters, grandmothers. It is important that your children see you 

reading and it doesn’t just have to be books.  

Set the example... We all know how much children copy their  
parents.  Make sure they see you reading the newspaper or a magazine, a 
book or a recipe. In copying you they will gain confidence and get to be 
great readers too. 
Be nice... Praise your child for their efforts when reading – it’s fine for 
them to make mistakes as they will learn from these. Reading is supposed to be fun! 
 
Let them make some noise... Encourage your children to read aloud – to you, friends, pets or even their 
toys.  Hearing their own voice helps practice their speaking and builds confidence. 
 
Read with siblings... Get older children to read to younger ones – not only some valuable time off for mums 
and dads, but younger children will follow their example in practising their reading later. 
 

Reading with your child (beginner readers). 

During the first years at primary school, our children get to grips with the 
basics of reading. Your main role as parents is to make the most of regular 
opportunities for practising reading outside of school. Of course it is really 
important that we make sure that reading is a fun activity that our children 
WANT to do. 
 
Reading TO our children – even when children are starting to read some 
books on their own, it’s really important to keep reading to them, just as you 
always have - with no pressure for them to perform. As they struggle with 
some of the hard parts of learning to read it’s easy for them to forget that 
books are an enjoyable part of life. Bedtime stories remind everyone of this. 
 



Home reading practice – From P4 children select their own books each day (from a set level or below) to read at 
home. Your input here is absolutely essential! Like all new skills, whether it’s cycling a two-wheeler or tying laces, 
the more minutes of practice that are put in, the quicker the skill is learned. If your child is reluctant, suggest that 
you start the story off, or that you read every other page. Help your child understand this is a joint enterprise and 
not a test! Ten minutes a day (rather than half an hour twice a week), is perfect – anymore and your child might get 
turned off. 
 
If your child makes a mistake or is hesitant: 
 
 Use prompts to support the try not to jump in and give them the word. 

 What can you see in the picture? 
 Have you read that word before?  
 Do you know that word already?  
 Let’s look at the sounds in the word? Can you say the sounds in  
order? Can you blend them together to read the word?  

 Let’s see what would make sense (re-read the sentence and say 
’mmm’ in place of the word.)  

 Are there any bits of the word you recognise (e.g. digraphs such as 
‘sh’ /trigraphs such as ‘igh’ and words within words like ‘out’ in the 
word ‘about’)  

 With longer words, divide them into syllables, blend each syllable 
then put them together to read the whole word. 

If your child is learning a particular grapheme (written sound) or common exception word, look for it  
throughout the book. If your child is making sense of the text, for example reading ‘house’ instead of ‘home’, let 
them continue reading, you can focus on individual words another time. 

 
 
 Reading with your child:  Developing Confident Readers 
 
Generally by P4 children have gone past the first stage of learning to read 
- no more pointing or having to work out many of the words in simple 
books. Of course they are not yet a totally fluent or  
confident reader, able to tackle anything they come across, that takes 
years of practice. As parents, it’s your job to help provide as many oppor-
tunities for that practice as possible. So, how can you help them to keep 
going? 
 
Follow your child’s interests: Is your child mad about video games or 
football? Dolphins or High School Musical? Whatever their interests, 
there will be something out there to grab them, while improving their 
reading skills. Your job is to find it! And remember, reading isn’t just 
about books – There’s suitable material in magazines, comics and on the 
internet. 
 
Variety: There are so many different kinds of text out there: websites, 
comics, instruction manuals, football magazines, information books and, 
of course, stories. Each is organised in a different way and requires differ-
ent reading skills. The more practice your child has tackling these, the 
better a reader they will become. 
 
Reading with your child: Some children and parents carry on reading 
together at bedtime for years – which is just great! If your child doesn’t 
want to do this, do read what they are reading from time to time. It is still 
fun to talk to someone else about favourite stories or books. TV tie-ins: Nowadays there is often fiction and non-
fiction books based around films and TV programmes. Even looking at a programme’s website is a great opportuni-
ty for reading practice which can lead to your child  
discovering more interesting things to read.  



Comics and magazines: There are lots of children’s magazines and comics on the market, 
so it’s quite likely that there’s one out there your child will enjoy as well, whether they’re 
into football, kittens or Transformers. Why not help your child to order their favourite com-
ic from your local newsagent and let them collect it every Saturday? 
 
 
To help develop your child’s understanding you can use specific questions before, during 
and after reading. Here are some examples to help you. 
 

Questions to ask before reading 
Can you look at the pictures and predict what you think will happen in this 
book?  
What makes you think that?  
What characters do you think might be in our story?  
Do you think there will be a problem in this story? Why or why not?  
What clues does the title give you about the story? 
 
Questions to ask during the reading 
What do you think will happen next?  
What can you tell me about the story so far?  
Can you predict how the story will end?  
Why do you think the character did _______?  
What would you have done if you were the character?  
 
After reading. 
Can you remember the title?  
Were your predictions about the story correct?  
If there was a problem, did it get solved?  
What happened because of the problem?  
Did you like the story? Why/ why not?  
 
 
Reading with your child: Confident, Fluent Readers 
 
A few P4 children and children further up the school are in a position to be 

able to read most texts confidently and fluently. This is the point when many 

parents stop reading with their child however, it’s as important to read with 

your child at this stage as at any other. The strategies and the way you read at 

this stage may look very different to when they are unable to read, however.  

 

Developing Expression 

At this stage children may be able to read fluently and have a good sight vocabulary but may not yet be able to 

read with expression. We encourage this through  

modelling reading the sentence with expression, encouraging the children to read the sentence again using  

expression  

 

Developing Comprehension Skills  

Whilst your child may be able to read very confidently, they 

may not be able to talk about or answer questions about  

it- these are vital skills to support their understanding. Here are 

some possible questions you could ask your child when reading

- the list is not exhaustive but just a couple of questions when 

they read can make all the difference to their understanding 

and comprehension.  



To help develop your child’s understanding at this level here are a few questions you could ask before, during 

and after reading. 

Questions to ask before reading 

It would be useful to encourage your children to recap on what they have read so far or, if it is a new story to 

them, to talk about their predictions, reasons for choosing the story and possible events in the story.  

 

Questions for during reading 

How would you have felt if you were the character? (use different characters)  

As I read____________, it made me picture________ in my head. What pictures do you see in your head?  

As you read, what are you wondering about?  

Can you put what you’ve just read in your own words?  

 
Questions to ask after reading 
In your opinion, was it a good title for this book? Why or why not?  
Why do you think the author wrote this book?  
What is the most important point the author is trying to make in his writing? 
What was your favourite part of the story? Why? 
If you could change one thing in the story, what would it be? 
What is the most interesting situation in the story? 
Why did you like / dislike this book? 
What is the meaning of what you have read?” 
“Why did the author end the paragraph (or chapter, or book) in this way?” 

 

Other useful Questions to ask children about the text they are reading 

P4 and P5   

 Can you explain why you think a character did that in the story?  

 What does this word/phrase tell you about the character or setting? 

 What does the word ‘X’ tell us about ‘Y’?  

 Find two ways in which the writer tells you about an event/setting/character/theme? 

 Which words did you like the most?  Why? 

 In the story ‘X’ is mentioned a lot.  Why? 

 What other words/phrases could the writer have used? 

 What do you think the writer meant by writing ‘X’? 

 Which words do you think are the most important in this sentence/paragraph/page?  Why?   

P6 and P7 

 What did that character mean when they said ‘X’? 

 Are the character’s actions a surprise or what you expected?  

 Why is that character surprised/scared/excited/angry? 

 Explain the character’s actions or reactions to events in the story? 

 What clues are there in the story to show that that character is happy/angry/sad/excited etc? 

 What do you think this character thinks or another character?  Why? 

 How did the writer make you think this? 

 Has the writer been successful in creating a setting/mood/character/theme? What else could they have done? 

 Choose a passage from the text describing a particular event and question the children on the atmosphere 

before and after the event. 

 Describe different character’s reactions to the same event? 

 Who is the ‘voice’ in the text? 

 Which character does the writer want you to like or dislike?  How have they done this?  

 What do you think will happen because of a character’s actions/dialogue/thoughts? 



Recommended Reads!  

We have sourced some suggestions for recommended reads for each year group. These lists are not exhaustive 

but if you find an author that you and your child like then this will provide a good starting point for reading more 

by the same author. If your child is a confident reader then have a look at the recommended reads for the year 

group above them and equally if your child finds reading more challenging have a look at the books aimed at the 

year group below them. If you read a book that you think others will love please let us know so that we can add it 

to these pages.  
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P4 

The Cat Who Lost His Purr Michelle Coxon 

Frightened Fred Peta Coplans 

Friends Kim Lewis 

Mog Stories Judith Kerr 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes Jan Fearnley 

Frog is Frog Max Velthuijis 

Cat and Mouse Story Michael Rosen 

The Snow Lady Shirley Hughes 

Grace and Family Mary Hoffman and Caroline Binch 

The Adventures of Captain Underpants Dav Pilkey 

The Diary of a Killer Cat Anne Fine 

Little Wolf’s Book of Badness Ian Whybrow 

The Magic Finger Roald Dahl 

Mrs Wobble the Waitress Allan Alhberg 

Pirate School: Just a Bit of Wind Jeremy Strong 

George’s Marvellous Medicine Roald Dahl 

The Giraffe, Pelly and Me Roald Dahl 

The Guard Dog Dick King-Smith 

Emily’s Legs Dick King-Smith 

Children’s Illustrated Dictionary   

The First Encyclopaedia of Science Usborne Books 

The First Encyclopaedia of the Human Body Usborne Books 

The First Encyclopaedia of Animals Usborne Books 

The First Encyclopaedia of Seas and Oceans Usborne Books 

The  Children’s World Atlas (internet linked) Usborne Books 

Pocket Science Books Usborne Books 

Cool Michael Morpurgo 

The Butterfly Lion Michael Morpurgo 

Kensuke’s Kingdom Michael Morpurgo 

Billy the Kid Michael Morpurgo 

The Twits Roald Dahl 

Charlie and Chocolate Factory Roald Dahl 

Matilda Roald Dahl 

Danny The Champion of the World Roald Dahl 

James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl 

Fantastic Mr Fox Roald Dahl 

The BFG Roald Dahl 

The Sheep Pig Dick King-Smith 

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 

The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog Jeremy Strong 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P5 

The Naughtiest Girl in the School Enid Blyton 

Secret Seven series Enid Blyton 

Famous Five series Enid Blyton 

Animal Ark series Lucy Daniels 

Horrid Henry series Francesca Henry’s 

Charlotte’s Web E B White 

Flat Stanley Jeff Brown 

Fungus the Bogeyman Raymond Briggs 

Mystery Winklesea Helen Cresswell 

The Indian in the Cupboard Lynne Reid Banks 

Mr Majeika Humphrey Carpenter 

Please Mrs Butler Allan Ahlberg 

The Sam Pig Story Book Alison Uttley 

Railway Cat Phyllis Arkle 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone J K Rowling 

A Caribbean Dozen John Agard & Grace Nicholls 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland Lewis Carroll 

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters John Steptoe 

Beowolf Kevin Crossley-Holland 

The Firework-Maker's Daughter Philip Pullman 

The Dragon's Child Jenny Nimmo 

The Ghost Blades Anthony Masters 

Sara, Plain and Tall Patricia MacLachlan 

Smart Girls Robert Leeson 

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky Susan Jeffers & Chief Seattle 

Robi Dobi Madhur Jaffrey 

The Reluctant Dragon Kenneth Grahame 

Flow Pippa Goodhart 

Dragon Poems John Foster & Korky Paul 

The Crazy Shoe Shuffle Gillian Cross 

The Sea Piper Helen Cresswell 

The Chocolate Touch Patrick Skene Catling 

Spacebaby Henrietta Branford 

Gregory Cool Caroline Binch 

A Pot of Gold Jill Bennett 

Fog Hounds Wind Cat Sea Mice Joan Aiken 

The Clothes Horse Allan Ahlberg 

It Was A Dark and Stormy Night Allan Ahlberg 

The Dancing Bear Michael Morpurgo 

The Demon Headmaster Gillian Cross 

Dog So Small Phillipa Pearce 

Emil and the Detectives Erich Kastner 

The Iron Man Ted Hughes 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe C S Lewis 

Little House on the Prairie Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Mrs Frisby and the Rats of Nimh Robert C O’Brien 

Stig of the Dump Clive King 

Swallows and Amazons Arthur Ransome 
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P7 

A Child's Garden of Verse Robert Louis Stevenson 

Greek Myths for Young Children Marcia Williams 

The Orchard Book of Creation Stories Margaret Mayo & Louise Brierley 

Water Wings Morris Gleitzman 

Blabbermouth Morris Gleitzman 

Belly Flop Morris Gleitzman 

The Diddakoi Rumer Godden 

Stormbreaker Anthony Horowitz 

Walter and Me Michael Morpurgo 

Friend or Foe Michael Morpurgo 

Mister Monday Garth Nix 

Aquila Andrew Norris 

Harry and the Wrinklies Alan Temperley 

The Story of Tracy Beaker Jacqueline Wilson 

Double Act Jacqueline Wilson 

Northern Lights Philip Pullman 

A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens 

Dragon Rider Cornelia Funke 

Journey To Jo’burg Beverly Naidoo 

Journey to the River Sea Eva Ibbotson 

The Owl Service Alan Garner 

Pig Heart Boy Malorie Blackman 

Tom’s Midnight Garden Philippa Pearce 

Watership Down Richard Adams 

The Wizard of Earthsea Ursula K Le Guin 

Wolves of Willoughby Chase Joan Aiken 

Where the Red Fern Grows Wilson Rawls 

Little Women Louisa May Alcott 

The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson-Burnett 

Artemis Fowl Eoin Colfer 

The Wind in the Willows Kenneth Grahame 

Anne of Green Gables L M Montgomery 

Black Beauty Anna Sewell 

Holes Louis Sachar 

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom Louis Sachar 

Vicky Angel Jacqueline Wilson 

The Other Side of Truth Beverley Naidoo 

Harry Potter series J K Rowling 

Carrie’s War Nina Bawden 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit Judith Kerr 

Forgotten Voices of the Second World War Max Arthur 

The Diamond of Drury Lane Julia Golding 

Framed Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Homecoming  Cynthia Voigt  



Top reading ‘Apps’ 

If your child has access to an I-pod/ I-pad there are many new APPs that will support their development in read-

ing. Below are just some APPS- if you want to find out more about those listed, visit the Booktrust website at the 

base of this section- they provide hyperlinks for each App.  

The Booktrust’s favourite children's book apps 
Find a poem for every occasion, play Sticker Dresser Dolls and learn French with the bilingual My House. Apps are 
a tactile and fun alternative to books - neither books nor games but in a happy space in between and perfect for 
entertainment for long journeys. 

 
Paddington Bear (app) by Michael Bond 
Harper Collins Publishers Ltd- Everybody's favourite bear has been brought to life in this  
gorgeous app.  
 
Cinderella (app) by Ed Bryan 
Nosy Crow-This beautifully illustrated app encourages children to interact with the story and 
make the magic happen  
 
 
Dear Zoo (app) by Rod Campbell 
Pan Macmillan- Open the crates from the zoo and find a TALL giraffe, a very FIERCE lion, an 
extremely NAUGHTY monkey – and much more!  
 
 
 

iF Poems (app) by Clickworks Limited 
Clickworks Limited- This simple poetry app for school-age children and for adults of any age is 
a treasure trove of children’s poems. 

Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman 

Knife Edge Malorie Blackman 

Private Peaceful Michael Morpurgo 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾ Sue Townsend 

Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson 

Mortal Engines Philip Reeve 

Clockwork Philip Pullman 

Dragon Keeper Carole Wilkinson 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Mark Haddon 

Peter Pan J M Barrie 

Wizard of Oz F Baum 

Robinson Crusoe Daniel Defoe 

Oliver Twist Charles Dickens 

Jungle Book Rudyard Kipling 

The Railway Children E Nesbit 

The Borrowers M Norton 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain 

Alex Rider series Anthony Horowitz 

My Story series Various authors 

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl Ed. Otto H Frank 

Boy Overboard Morris Gleitzman 

Sabriel Garth Nix 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31910
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31845
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31914
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31913


Bizzy Bear on the Farm (app) by Benji Davies 
Nosy Crow-a really lovely story app with great interactive elements. Help Bizzy Bear with the 
chores around the far.  
 
 
 
My House (app) by Marianne Dubuc 
Winged Chariot-this beautifully drawn bilingual app is in English and French and will develop 
children's language skills in a fun and dynamic way.  
 
 
 
Happy Babies by Fiona Land 
Penguin Books- gentle and simple way of introducing very young children to animals and their 
babies. 
 
 
Elmer and Rose (app) by David McKee 
Oceanhouse Media-join Elmer and his new friend Rose in an uplifting story that questions 
what it really means to be unique. 
 
 
Sir Charlie Stinky Socks and the Really Big Adventure (app) by Kristina Stephenson 
Egmont UK-this popular adventure has been brought to life in a simple app that uses the big, 
bright, lively pictures and fun, lively text to great effect. 
 
 
 
Usborne Sticker Dolly Dressing (app) by Fiona Watt 
Usborne Publishing-a sticker dressing app for girls based on the bestselling and much-loved 
Usborne Sticker Dolly Dressing books. 
 
 

For more info see- http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/booklists/135/ 
 

Useful websites for reading 

Parents’ information websites 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/ 

A useful website with up-to-date information about reading.  

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/ 

A website with useful information about reading.  

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk 

A really useful website with lots of ideas and suggestions for all ages.  

http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-read/play.htm?f 

Some interactive activities supporting the learning of reading.  

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

A fantastic website with lots of opportunities to read, play reading games and support with phonics too! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/ 

Activities and reading based on Oxford Reading Tree series.  

http://www.channel4learning.com/sites/bookbox/home1.htm 

Channel 4’s site with fun activities about books and authors.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/index.shtml 

Reading related games and activities.  

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31912
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31916
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31915
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31909
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31908
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/books/31911
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/booklists/135/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk
http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-read/play.htm?f
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/
http://www.channel4learning.com/sites/bookbox/home1.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/index.shtml


Reading Keywords 

These websites have fun or interactive ways to learn to recognise keywords- 

http://www.ictgames.com/dinosaurwordsrepeat.html 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/magazines/edition1/swfs/icanread/index.htm 

 

Online Stories 

If you are looking for a different way to inspire your children to read why not try online, interactive stories? 

These websites have interactive stories- 

http://www.mightybook.com/story_books.html 

http://us.penguingroup.com/static/packages/us/yreaders/aesop/index.html 

http://www.britishcouncil.org 

http://www.kizclub.com/Sbody.html 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/ 

These websites have books you can read online- 

http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/ 

http://www.snaithprimary.eril.net/rainbows.htm 

http://www.merpy.com/index_stories.html 

 

http://www.ictgames.com/dinosaurwordsrepeat.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/magazines/edition1/swfs/icanread/index.htm
http://www.mightybook.com/story_books.html
http://us.penguingroup.com/static/packages/us/yreaders/aesop/index.html
http://www.britishcouncil.org
http://www.kizclub.com/Sbody.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/
http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/
http://www.snaithprimary.eril.net/rainbows.htm
http://www.merpy.com/index_stories.html

